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Talk About Rare! 
   The unusual aspect of my MGB-GT is one of the reasons I enjoy driving it. Yes, it’s still an MGB, the most 
popular sports car ever built (until the Miata came along). Between 1962 and 1980, a total of 512,243 “B”s 
were produced. However, I always enjoy pointing out that only 125,282 of these were GTs—roughly a quarter 
of the total. I’m pretty sure my orange 1974 example was the only MGB-GT in the club when I joined ECSCC 
back in 2009. This year’s directory reports 4 more, owned by John Crawley, Frank French, John Sugden, and 
Bert van Riel. 

   Recently though I saw an MGB-GT that’s as rare as hen’s teeth, even among MGB-GTs!  A fellow at the 
“Brits On The Beach” car show in Ladysmith, B.C., on Sunday July 10th, exhibited a beautiful 1974.5 model. I 
was drawn to it as soon as I spotted it because it was almost exactly the same shade of orange as my own car. 
Then, as I examined it more closely, and talked to its owner, my fascination only grew, because of this half-year 
model’s extremely unusual combination of features. In short, it’s a mash-up of the early (1965-1974) chrome-
bumper GT that was widely exported in LHD form and the late (1975-1980) rubber-bumper GT that was 
produced in much smaller numbers, almost exclusively with RHD for domestic (UK) consumption. I had never 
seen one of these 1974.5 hybrids before, nor did I even know they existed. 

   The bodyshell is mostly like the later cars, featuring rubber bumpers. A tiny difference though is that the MG 
octagon badge at the centre of the front bumper has a red background that matches the red background of the 
(differently shaped) shield on the grille of the chrome-bumper cars. From 1975 onward the background of this 
octagon is black. Who knew, right? 

   More substantively, to accommodate these bumpers’ extra width and height, the car’s front fenders and apron 
were significantly reshaped, as on the 1975-80 models. So were its rear quarter panels and lower apron, which 
meet each other at a vertical seam that lies several inches inboard of the joint on the earlier cars. However, at 
both ends, the fact that this particular car is a GT, not a roadster, means that these fenders and quarter panels are 
pretty much “one of a kind.” Fenders and quarter panels from a rubber-bumper roadster will not fit. Nor will 
those from a chrome-bumper GT. 

   Under the hood, though, the radiator support on this 1974.5 model was not moved forward like on the 
1975-1980 cars, even though the sheet-metal shelf on which the oil cooler sits has been shortened for this 
purpose. Instead, the radiator retains its familiar chrome-bumper placement closer to the engine, with a big gap 
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in front of it. Nor is the radiator itself the later sealed unit with an expansion tank (and filler neck) mounted on 
an inner fender. I’m guessing this is because the engine retains the previous (1974) specification, featuring twin 
HIF4 SU carbs instead of the later single Zenith. I’ve read that it was only when MG management realized that 
these carbs would not meet the 1975 US emissions regulations that they decided to call these cars “1974.5” 
models, in order to sell them before those regulations came into effect. 

   Inside the cockpit, the dash, switches, console, and other interior fittings are the same as I have on my 1974 
chrome-bumper model. Apparently it originally had a 1974-style steering wheel too, though it now sports a 
handsome aftermarket wheel (and beautifully re-covered seats in the original pattern). 

   I had a good chat with the current owner of this car, Brian Smith, who was one of the founders of the 
Campbell River British Car Club and has owned this “unicorn” BGT for four years. Its previous owner lived in 
Courtenay. Before that, the car was owned by Scott Drake in Kelowna (i.e., Drake’s British Motors), who drove 
it for 7 or 8 years after buying it from a broker in Edmonds, Washington, around 1997 or 1998. Before that, its 
provenance is unknown. 

   Its current owner, Brian, has a keen appreciation of this car’s uniqueness and has taken very good care of it. 
The most obvious modification he has introduced is the addition of a Special Tuning-style front air dam. At 
some point the car’s original wire wheels (which are rare on a “late” BGT) were replaced with 15” splined 
alloys. Otherwise, the car is now almost entirely stock, thanks to Brian’s careful work in reversing a number of 
questionable modifications made by previous owners. 

   Apparently, only 1,637 of these 1974.5 models of the MGB-GT were produced, all of them between 
September and December 1974. That’s the lowest production of BGTs apart from the initial batch of 524 
examples of the 1965 model. Even the legendary V8 model of the MGB-GT came off the line in larger numbers 
(2,591 cars in total). 

   More than three-quarters of this tiny total production of 1974.5 MGB-GTs were LHD models that were 
exported to North America (1,248 cars). Rumour has it that about 700 of that number came to Canada. Almost 
fifty years later; I wonder how many of them are left?  I suppose it’s no wonder that I’d never seen one before 
this car show last month. 
        Steve Chambers 


