
1967 Austin Mini Moke:
This story started with an email from Bob Woodcock on July 22nd. It said, 
“One for Dennis. I saw this ad and thought it might interest you”. Attached 
was a link to an advertisement on Kijiji for a 1967 Austin Mini Moke. I have  
always wanted a Moke, particularly the British built early version, often 
referred to as a Mark I. The early versions of British Mokes were
manufactured between 1964 and 1968. This one ticked off all the right 
boxes. It is left-hand drive with all four seats and top bars with a top and 
mostly complete. A Moke is a Mini version of a Jeep.
Having a large collection of collector cars, I decided if I wait for a while, 
someone else will buy it and the temptation will be removed. I waited for 
the weekend but it was still there. Finally, on Saturday July 25, I decided I 
would make my move. I left a text message for the owner. At midnight on 
Saturday I noticed he had sent me an email. It said, “call me”, and left
his telephone number. We talked on the phone on Sunday and decided that 
I would take a look on Tuesday. 

It turns out that the owner is David, someone I know, a car collector who 
lives near Olds. I arranged for a vacation day on Tuesday, July 28. I 
thought I would take our 2002 Volvo Cross Country station wagon, but it 
developed a duff fuel injector, so it was only running on four of its five 
cylinders. We pressed the 1996 
Volvo 850 into service and I talked 
my son Roy into riding shotgun.
It was sunny and hot that
day, 31C (87.8F). Fortunately, the 
Volvo’s air conditioning was working;
occasionally we had to turn it up to 
high. We had a nice drive out, 
avoiding stopping in Red Deer for a 
bio break, as a Covid 19 precaution.
The Volvo is a nice ride, it has a slick 
five speed manual transmission and a five cylinder engine with 140 hp, 
enough power to easily handle QEII traffic.
We arrived at 1:00 PM and there the Moke was. It sure looked small and 
low. We spent a couple of hours talking, kicking tyres and looking at David’s 
collection of cars. After squirming and hesitating, I decided to buy it and we 
haggled out a price. David was able to run the motor 



and it sounded pretty good, not even any smoking! However, the clutch and 
brake hydraulics were duff; both pedals went to the floor, and stayed there, 
so it wasn’t drive-able. The Moke has rust in the some of the flat underside 
panels and the right front fender has olde repair and rust, but still it is 
reasonably solid and complete. I called the Alberta Motor Association 
(AMA) and they agreed to haul the Moke on a flatbed truck to Miles Import 
as a “Courtesy Tow” under my Premium Plan, which just happened to be 
renewed on that day! The previous year’s towing allotment was used up. I 
ordered the tow, gave David $500.00 for a deposit and went into Olds to 
get a bank draft for the remainder. As I got back, a half hour later, in rolls 
the truck!
Many thanks to AMA for great service! We arrived at Miles Import about 
6:30 PM and about 10 minutes later, the truck rolled in. As we finished 
pushing the Moke into the shoppe, Chris Miles finished up a job he was 
doing and closed the shoppe. Perfect timing! Amazing how the timing 
worked out on this job. Everything fit into place in one day, the deal 
consummated and the Moke is safely in Edmonton.
On August 7, David forwarded an email along with a Certificate that he just 
received from the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust. The Moke was 
despatched to the USA on March 23, 1967. The Car/Chassis, Engine and 
Body numbers are all still on the car and they all match – it’s a Matching 
Numbers Car!
My immediate goal is to get it going and enjoy driving it. I have other 
projects on the go and when they are finished, we’ll restore the Moke.
Dennis Coulthard,
Chair


