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   THE OPEN ROAD

Waiting for the deep freeze to break.. the garage is 
heated but the floor is still cold and after a bit the feet 
get that way too.  Not much work on the GT bits this 
past little while. 

Neil Rogers came over to help remove the back 
hatch on the GT.  

�
The parts car we bought a couple of years ago supplied 
a new hatch.  Phil Johnson’ was removing rust and 
panels replacing panels we had him fill in the holes and 
lay out the older models rear logo on the newer hatch..  
The unit on the GT has rusted badly along the bottom 
edge.  The new one also has the demister grid in the 
glass. Few years ago I bought a wiring harness to adapt 
the demister to an older GT from a fellow in the MG 
Owners Club in the UK.  Also got a four way 
emergency flasher set up so we’ll be putting both those 
in the GT when we get to wiring… 

Speaking of which I ordered a wiring harness from 
Auto Sparks in the UK.. They allow for some 
modifications and one I took advantage of was the 
conversion to an Alternator. Now we’d been running a 
Lucas Alternator for a few years now. Neil and I hacked 
things together and I think Michael Hrycyschyn came 
up and helped clean up the regulator setup though that 
may have been on the MGA.  

We have a spare Axle that we got from Bert at the 
Sports Car Centre.. think it was taking up room.. It 
needs some seals replaced and a clean up but other 
than that is in good shape.  

Neil came over and we hoisted it up on two Black 
and Decker Workmates and axle stands. 

With three axle stands and some straps to secure it 
we were ready to start work. Having never worked on a 
axle I did some reading and some online research and 
found Dr Doolin, MGB Rear Wheel Axle Oil Seal 
Replacement. Though all the bits on his car that came 
out easily the sure did not come out easily on this axle. 
Still it was very informative and what I needed.  
However Christmas arrived and work ground to a halt. 

Next we found a series from a fellow called Rust 
Hunter with a lot of videos on line. The ones I found 
were titled U.K. MGB GT Sebring Restoration.   

Frank’s Filler
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     I took lots of pictures and had pre-soaked 
fasteners with penetrating oil, so everything  came 
off fairly easy. Though I did need the puller to pull 
the drums. I have had that since owning a ’68 Volvo 
Station Wagon ..back in ’78.  

     
   With the videos showing me what to do, I was able 
to pull the axle...not sure how we get it back.  The 
idea here is to remove one side, clean up the axle 
tube and, when we get to the other side, we’ll rebuild 
the first side using the second side as a guide.  Even 
with pictures, I think this might work better for me.
     And there it sits as the cold weather sets in and, 
thought I’ve managed to get out to the garage at 
close to my “desired-two-days-a-week”, things have 

been moving slowly.  I have gone through two boxes 
of assorted parts and have them labelled.  We’re into 

the “pulls” 
now, so they 
will be cleaned 
and boxed and 
we’ll chug 
along with 
a big push 
aimed for the 
end of 
February.  

  Need to get a lot out of the car and the front fenders 
I hope will go off to be blasted.  They’re in good 
shape but have a flash of rust on the bare metal and 
the replacement panels still have the black paint they 
came sprayed with...need to get to bare metal and 
work to get the epoxy primed. That’s it so far.  

     
       
     Next meeting of the club is the Planning Meeting 
on February 19th.  I was thinking of some of the 
great events I’ve been on over the years and the 
friendships we’ve made here.  With the A on the road 
we hope to get out to more events but without 
participation, there won’t be great events.  Please 
come to the next meeting and don’t hesitate to put up 
your hand.  There’s lots of help available to run an 
event;  one just needs the idea.

     Till then;  keep the sunny side up.   FF

Brakes	Look	Good!

Without	looking	at	pictures,	can	you	tell	
where	everything	goes?		Neither	can	I.

Ge?ng	the	split	pin	out	of	the	nut	was	oh,	so	much	fun!

The	bearing	looks	&	feels	good	which	is	a	money	saver	
for	sure...Now	where’s	the	video	on	greasing?


